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The President's Message.
The President's message on the

Government' taklnc over the rail
roads Is a dear, straightforward
document The reasons for the move

re well presented and ore convinc-

ing. His attitude toward the rail-

roads and railroad managements Is

eminently fair. So, too, Is what he
nays about the necessity of maintain,
log the value of railroad securities,
which have been In grave danger.

The Set heartily Indorsed the tak-

ing over of the railroads by the
Government and now heartily In-

dorses the President on his reasons
for doing so as set forth In his mes-ag- e

of yesterday.

A Prophecy and a Warning.
This town and Its people will thank

Mnyor Hylan for his prompt and un-

equivocal answer to a petitioner who
declared to him that "there will be
terrible riots If this sort of thin
keeps up." The Mayor" reply was :

"Don't let us talk of rlota.
"There won't be any."

None of the Inconveniences mid I

hanlshlps Indicted on the people of
New York by the unprecedented con-- 1

dltluns created by war and evprc
winter weather ran be made more
endurable by violence of thought, or
word, or deed.

In the present circumstances calm-
ness of mind, moderation of state-
ment and restraint of conduct are of
supreme importance.

Kvery misguided man and woman
who has sought to obtain coal by way-
laying and robbing a delivery cart
has by that act made it harder to
pvercome the shortage of fuel.

Knelt attempt by an ndivldual to
belter his own condition at the ex-

pense of the general welfare has re-

acted to his own disadvantage, as
well ns to the serious Injury of all
other citizens.

There is no reasoit or excuse for
violent words or for violent behavior.
The Mayor knows this and he has
done well to make clear his under-
standing of the situation.

The ten words uttered by Mayor
Hylan arc nt once a prophecy and a
warning. They prophesy the peace j

a law abiding population Intends to
maintain, and they warn the thought-les- s

to put a guard on their tongues
' mid on their hands

The Government and Farm Loans.
In urging Congress to authorize I lie

Secretary of tho Treasury to pur-
chase .$100,000,000 of farm loan bonds
this year the' Federal Farm I.oan
Bonrd explains that these bonds
would be resold to Investor as the
demand for them develop. The ex-

periment of selling the bonds half
through a syndicate of bond houses
and half to tho public direct has so
far been a notable failure, hut a fail-
ure which reflects distinguished credit
upon the bond houses.

The $30,000,000 of securities which
wore actually marketed could cer-
tainly never have been disposed of
without tho bankers' help, and the
Fnrm Loan Board admits the fact,
lis aversion to the notion of any
permanent arrangement with these
houses, or others opernting jointly,
must he attributed to the general
tendency to fall back upon the

for all considerable financing
nt this time.

Whatever may bo the abstract ob -

jwtlons to surh a tendency or the
objections in practice and in principle
which wonld weigh heavily against

'
1t tinder ordinary conditions, there

'seems no doubt that it finds a good
ileal of Justification now. The Gov- -

ernmcnt Is to finance the railroads
by a guarantee of net earnings, pro-vlslo- u

for maturing obligations and
.such borrowings as may be necessary
for equipment. Farm production, the
raising of vast food supplies.. Is as
fundamental for the prosecution of
ihe war as adequate transportation.

.Foreign capital and a large amount
of liome capital have been taken from
tho farm loan field. Why? In the
tlr-- t plnce, the Government has been
borrowing; secondly, railway and In

dustrial securities have offered far
better returns on the Investment; and
a third consideration has been liquid-
ity pt capital, Probably the I'edcral

farm loan syatttn could not have
started work at a more unpropltlous
time so far as showing results Is

concerned, or at a more urgent time
when the agricultural needs of the
country nre considered.

The Farm Loan Boards report
exhibits n commendable recognition
of the highly experimental nature of
the system of wl'lrh It Is the head.
It asks another year's trlnl for the
cooperative farm lonn nssoclntlon, or
borrowing group, In spile of some
administrative obstacles. Individual
contracts would cause huch less de-

lay in closing loans' and nn amend-

ment allowing them may be nsked,
by the board Itself, Inter. In the
meantime a further experiment with
the cooperative method Is bespoken,
and Is probably wise.

The board also recommends to Con-

gress that the Julur stock land banks
be allowed to operate lit more than
two States, to Increase their limit of
bond Issues to twenty times their
capital stock Instend of fifteen, and
to raise their Interest rate from 0 to
81C-- jH-- r cent. These imd other sug
gestions respecting lending limits,
debt redemption ami a change In bond
denominations from $50 to $40 iinri

from .f-- '5 to $20 nre matters for ex-

pert decision. The attitude of the
board toward a lwsslblc test of the
constitutionality of the fnrm lonn net
Is nhsnrd. When It tnlk about it

"sinister purpose" In securing n de-

termination of the act's validity, and
a "purpose to nlnrm Invest-

ors who have already bought bonds,
and to dissuade others from buying
them." It talks nonsense. The board
should be the first to welcome a pro-

ceeding Which may throw the strong-
est legal safeguard nhout the bonds
It has been selling.

The Greatest Man In All the Gas-hou- se

District.
The lat reapportionment of the

Assembly districts threw into one
district three Democratic statesmen
who previously had been leaders In
their own principalities Ciiari.ks F.
Murphy of the Twelfth, Michael .1.

Cauiscof the Fourteenth and Kdwami
F. Boyi.e of the Sixteenth. Fate and
Albany decreed that the three leader-
ships be combined In the Twelfth,
otherwise the (iashoup, district,
where Murphy succeeded Edward
Hacks as executive member.

Fame of various kinds bus conn-t-

the Gashouse triumvirs since the
reapportionment. Mr. Mmritv wsw
able to persuade a Brooklyn .litdge to
come to the City Hall itt 0 o'clock, or
later, every business morning, and
rule our fair and colder city. Mr.
Boyi.k enjoyed the distinction of being
the tlrit Tammany leader to be ni- -

pointed to the Magistrates' bench by
Mayor Mmnut, It seemed impo--
slble that the third thlrty-three-a-

per cent, leader of the Twelfth,
Mr. (.'Rfisi:. could outdo the accom-

plishments of his fellow- -. But he has
outdone them.

Canst: is credited with having
Joined ai!,000 persons in the bonds of
lioly, or hasty wedlock in 1D17. The
fact that only 16.041 marriages were
performed In City Clerk Scully's of-

fice, where Cruise ls a deputy, Is no
indication that Csrisr. married loss
than 16.000 of the couples, but rather
a sign that the odd forty-on- e pairs of
persons had poor judgment. Miciiakl
Is the Ideal marrlcr. Blond as bright
Phojuus. he radiates hope. Hand-
somest of the district leaders, includ-

ing .Tamf:s .T. Hagan, lie innke brides
almost forget to say Yes. Fast as a
machine gun. he goes from "Join
hands" to "Witnesses sign here" with-

out stopping; Caruso has not such
breath Control.

CRi.'rsr. Is n patriot. By saying "Nix
on the rice!" In a meaning yet inel- -

llfluous way he saves ten tons of
foodstuffs a year, or enough to make
$40,000 worth of pudding at Broad-
way prices. He deserves a synthetic- -

cookie from Hoovnt. The Instalment
furniture dealers should bestow upon
him the Order of the Orange Bios- -

som. As It Is too late to make him
City Chamberlain, a new office should
be created for him, surh as Field
Marshal or Grand Joiner.

An Independent Ukraine.
At the outbreak of the war the

Ukrainians In Europe and their coun-

trymen spread over the world began
an agitation for national Indepen-

dence. Those of military nge who
remained In Ttussln, within which lay
the bulk of their nnclent kingdom,
fought In the Russlnn army. With
her defection from the Allies' cause
the Ukrainians refused to ampt the
Interference In their nftalrs of the
Bolshevik Government, nnd they
practically defeated the acceptance of
the German peace terms. Tliey aro
a sturdy, bard headed people, and
the nmlllles thnt led them to ticht
on rather than accept such nn Ignoble

.pence were the same that kept them
1 steadfast In their struggle for lnde- -

pendence. They never lost sight of
that Ideal. The result, according to a
despatch from Petrograd, Is that the
Government yesterday decided to ac
knowledge their independence.

The fact that there was once a
Ukraine and that the Ukrainians con-

stituted n Slavic people as clearly
defined as the Czechs, Bulgarians,
Poles or Russians, was almost un
known to the world until they begun
their fight for a separate national
existence. The country, which tltey
claim as their own and which re-

mained a vassal state of Russia since
the treaty of PereJaslsv In 1694, Is
about one. and a half times as large
as the present German Kmplre.

The name Ukraine was lost, nfter
the struggle's of MazrrrA, whoso deeds
snd fsto are nresencd by romance,
and the fsteful battle of Full-ow- n.

The people came to be known as the

"South Russians" or the "Little Rus-

sians," and in Austria ns the"Rusan-.Inks- ''

or "Ruthentans." Roughly
traced, Ukraine Includes the south-
ern part of the European plains ex-

tending from the Carpathians to the
Caucasus, and from 'the Black Sea
and the Danube delta to the forests
of the I'olKsJe nt the middle course
of Ihe Dnieper. Within this boun-
dary lie the Immense fertile 'plains
of eouthcrn Russia, "the Black Earth"
provinces and n land rich In coal,
Iron, salt and petroleum.'

One of the Important considera-
tions In the establishment of thla new
stntc Is that Ukraine has been the
great storehouse of Russia, and that
from its abundance the Ukrainians
have furnished supplies to the really
Russian provinces to the north. And
It has been 'held by economists that
the way to break the overwhelming
predominance of Rustla In Europe
was separation from her of- - her
Ukrainian provinces. Ukraine has un-

doubtedly resources within Itself suffi-

cient m make her a g

nation. Should she continue In her
same sturdy course she will not only
form n strong buffer state lKtween
Russia and Austria-Hungar- but n.
nation with which Teutonlsm must
reckon In the future. '

Why One Parlor Car?
It Is announced that because of the

revision of Its passenger service to
meet war conditions by one railroad
entcrfng New York city1 a situation
will be created under which "chairs
will be at n premium, for only one
nnrlor car will be carried hereafter on
any of Its day trains."

With no desire to be captious, we
are moved to wonder why the one
parlor car Is to be retained.

Parlor cars nro n luxury, In no
sense necessary to the public welfare.
They are not to be confounded with
sleeping cars. They do not belong In
the name class with dining cars. They
make travel less unpleasant than it
would otherwise be for those who can
afford them, but It Is not the purpose
of the railroad administration to
make travel, pleasant ; Indeed, It dis-

courages all travel except that of ne-

cessity. It Is therefore difficult to see,
if this luxury l to be attacked In the
Interest of the public which Is a
wl-- o method of economizing why the
attack should halt nt half or three-tpiart-

way measures. The cars
should lx tnkeu off entirely if the
service Is to be curtailed at all.

It must lie plain that by running
one parlor car to a train whlctt has
customarily hauled several the rail-
road administration Is sure to stir up
unnecessary bail feeling. Many of
tho-- o who nre in the habit uf riding
in thee luxury cars will be unable to
buy seats; they will be Irritated

luckier folks have been able to
obtain the superior accommodations.
They will be more discontented in or-

dinary day coaches than they would
he If everybody fared alike; and the
sunt of their vexatious Is worth con-

sidering nt a time when unruffled
teinjiers constitute tin Important fac-

tor In national life.
Nobody will actually suffer from

riding In a day coach. Most Ameri-

cans never see the Inside of a parlor
car, and know no more nhout them
than they Infer from the mysterious
names these vehicles bear. If the
cars cannot be economically hauled,
nil of them should be laid up; but to
retain n few In service Is Inviting
unnecessary trouble, j

Tunnel? Or Bridge? Or Both?
The situation created In the coal

supply of this town by unprecedented
colli weather has translated the
)''.lect for n bridge over the Hudson
or n t tunnel under the river
bed from the category of desirable
public Improvement to the status of
nn Imperative public necessity.

Today the question Is whether a
bridge or a tunnel would better serve
tho public Interest.

That problem should be soluble In
the accumulated data gathered In
many years of dlscnssion of these sa
te r prises, which for n generation have
engaged the thoughts of ambitious
nnd imaginative men.

In the opinion t many a runnel of-

fers the greatc. possibilities of per-

manent relief. It vnuld b cheaper
and more quickly constructed, Its ap-

proaches would not be more difficult
to provide, and, thanks to the work of
this nature that has already been
done hereabout', there Is available
an ndequate forr of trained and dis-

ciplined engineers to tncklc the task
at once.

But If a bridge can lie built more
expeditiously, by all means let a
bridge be built, to be supplemented
Inter by n tunnel.

Nation, States and cities should
In this essential labor. Put

the engineers nt work now!

Favored Pasadena.
"Fonr persons wore overcome by

heat In the crowd of 42,000 attending
the football game during the Pasa-
dena Rose Festival" this week on
New year's Day.

Was ever In so brief a news Item
packed 'so much delightful reading
for Icebound Atlantic coasters? De
lightful, In spite of the "four per-

sons," hecause of course they wars
orer come only in tho swooning vision
of Pasadena's able press agent

Surely, restoring to their custom-
ary orange belt health those four
persons, rutting In halt the crowd of
42,000, there remains enough to sat
Isfy any director of publicity and to
flit with nranxement and envy a shir
erlng world. There abide a crowd of
respectable number nnd the Rose Fes'
llval. The latter alone would have
filled with Joy the boomer of any
ordinary town. But Pasadena I

In the memory nt men sllll capable
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of physically resenting a hint that
they are superannuated, cattle valued
only for their hides and Jack rabbits
lets than valueless grazed and nib
bled the sparse wild grass and sage
brush, gray and rank, where now the
vast and imposing hotel, the unnum-
bered villas, ihe orange orchards,
the vine and tig tree, the athletic
grounds, aye, the proud promoter of
publicity, grace the lovely neighbor
of Los Angeles, Pasadena !

An faiagltaitlon run riot, striving to
rival tho glorious luxuriance of the
midwinter roses themselves, n super-eagerne-

for dramatic effect, that
touch of tho four persons overcome
by the heat. In that moist tireless air
four persons are more likely to be
overcome by the heat In n cluh cafe
than at a football game though the
onlookers were twice 42,000. The New
Tear's Day roses were enough for ad-

vertisement, too much for envy.
Favored land! Rare Pasadena!

Though she confined Jier press agent
to the iruth. yet would the generous
East take Its woollen mitts from Its
steel blue fingers and applaud her
blessed condition.

"Tlia Century Girl" used up 1720,00
Utt yaar. Svrpaptr hradUne.

The expensive minx!

We congratulate Brother Dennis of
the Halifax Hcrvtd on bis refusal to ba
downcast because a munition ship nl
moet blew his newrpaprr off the face
of the earth. That awful marine explo
sion did not render It Impossible for
him to get out his "special end of the
year" edition. It is a heartening pic
ture of the stricken city he paints In
the letter we print elsewhere on this
page; a picture In which tho fortitude
and confidence of the people of that
town are adequately and convinc
ingly displayed. The of
Halifax Is not to be destroyed by one
misfortune, terrible though It he, and
her people will unquestionably rebuild
the city of their prtde tn a manner
Justifying their faith in Its future,
with Brother Dennis doing twice his
share of the work and properly re
cording .its progress.

Thla ruling of the Massachusetts
Woman's Committee of the Council
of National Defence Is open to cxaml
nation :

"Any pajtry with but a lower crust
ta a tart."

So New 'Knglaml has been eatlnc
pumpkin tarts for nearly three ccn
turles?'

Shirtsleeve diplomacy, which used to
be so sneered at, is vindicated by Brit
Ish adoption of American diplomatlco
business methods. But Russia has not
so far made a success of shlrttail
diplomacy.

Mexican raids continue with occa
sional losses of American life much
resembling the Intermittent and casual
killing of Americana that German sub
marines indicted prior to April 6, 1MT,

As the Mexican raids have prone vi: fur
a much longer time tli.in the
marine attrition it eonietimes seems
as If something should I15 done about
them. But, so far as observable, noth- -

ins cer Is done.

Kvery war savings stamp Is a di-

minutive bond of ttio highest security
the world affords, bought at a diecount
and marketable in teti days. Instead
of coupons your interest Is funded for
you. A war savings certificate filled
with these stamps before February 1

la a bond bought at S82.40 and pay
able with accrued and compounded in
terest on January 1. 1923.

it Is Just as if the IS;!. Hi bond had
twenty quarterly coupons attached
for .124 cants each and you were, to
clip these coupons promptly when
due, cash them. Invest the money nt
4 per cent. Interest and let it com-
pound Itself. Only you might be a bit
careless doing that and tho (lovern
ment Undertakes to do it for you.

Manhattan should be heated by
electricity from plants on tho Harken
aaek meadows, and in 1947 perhaps it
Will be.

MITTENS.
Mot Ornamental, Maybe, hut a Com-

fort to Frosty Digit.
To ths Editor or Tn r. Sun sir: What

has baeome ef the old fashioned mittens
Of ear boyhood des those of, us who
lm Sswaed tha three score and ten
pertoS? T tried in vain to And mittens
in New York, antt finally a friend in
Boston, artnr much waichlng. picked
up an Indifferent pair.

Mfttena are much warmer than glnves.
They haven't the style of a slove, of
course, but are by no meaiu 50 clumsy
as they look. If the uae of thn flncers
la required for any purpose, tho mitten
can be slipped off In a fraction of thn
time necessary tn remove a glove, and
can be put on again as quickly. The
Angers lie eloae together and finger
derives some warmth front Its neigh
bors. Tha thumb Is the only digit that
Is Isolated, but for soma reason the
thumb can stand the cold much longer
than the Anger.

Why doesn't sonw mtMuf.trturer pre
pare now to put on the market next
fall a line of mittens for men, women
and children, especially children? If well
advertised and their superiority to
gloves In warmth pointed out brie sales
wpuld result

Tn the old day nohndy thousht of
wearing gloves whn could get mittens.
The present generation knows nothing
about tbem many never eaw one. They
are easily knitted. Our

always knitted mittens for the
whole family. M. T. R.

Nrw Tork, January 4.

Boston's Honor to Charlotte Cashmsn.
Te tks Borrow or Tn Sun Sir: Mr.

Beauclero refers to the honors Which
were conferred apon Charlotte cuahman
at her New Tork farewell. In Boston,
the city of her lifetime, there stands to-

day one ef the largest grammar schools
In the city dedicated to and named tor
this wonderful woman. What other
dty has ever honored one of Its leading
actresses by such a mark of esteem?

Geo aaa Howard Tttco.
Jsaisr Citt, N. JN January 4,

Was vareta Xew the Kama?
To Ta Editor of Th Stw Sir: 1

am told bf my uncle, who had it from
his ceualn, whose father lived In the
Ninth ward, that the block of houses on
tha west ride of Seventh avenue be
tween Twelfth and Thirteenth etwts
waa known to tha neighbors as Garden
Row, Tstnoa PwsrNirr,

New Tork, January 4.

HALIFAX IS RECOVERING.

Tke City Keeps Up lis Conrsgs Re
spite Disaster.

To the Kniton or Ttlr. Bus Kir.-- We
send under separate cover a copy of the
"Knd of the Year" edition of the Halifax
Hlrald containing articles that we are

ns l be found of more than usual
Interest,

We have b-- greatly handicapped In
getting out this edition because of the
damage dor.e to the tier aid building and
plant by the crest explosion of Decem-
ber 6. Hence It Is far feont Ihe "thing
of beauty" we had hoped to produce.
but the variety of tho special articles
and attractive display given to the
special advertisements Is an object les-

son of how rapidly Halifax is recovering
from the effects of the great disaster,
an assurance that "business Is proceed
ing as usual," and we trust that you
will be personally Interested In these
forty pages of matter.

Never In Its history has Nova sjcotla
enjoyed such an era of prosperity as
that of the last three years, and not-
withstanding the great loss sustained
by the catastrophe which befell our city
we have every hope and assurance that
the expenditure of tens of millions of
dollars In rebuilding the devastated sec
tion, Federal, Provincial and city prop-
erty, public institutions, Ac, and the
completion of the creat ocean terminals,
will vastly add to the prosperity of the
past ear and make Halifax during IMS
the busiest city of Its population 55,000

on the continent.
We itend our creetltiRs and good

wishes for your continued success, and
assuie you that an thing you ran do In
your newspaper to awlst In ripeedlty re-

storing normal conditions In our city
will be grestly appreciated by our
citizens. W. IT. Drnnis.

HALirAX, December 31.

THE EIGHT ORBITAL POINTS.

An Explanation of Man's Respect for
New Year's Pay.

To ths Koitor or Tttr. Pun Sir: It
Is almost as futile to Jobi issue with
Tub Sun as it Is to defy the midday
equatorial rays of the luminary after
whkh It Is named, but t must object to
certain statements In your leading edi-

torial article of January 1 entitled
"IMS." which read:

irnd-- r the eritldance of heaven fnt
optimism man looks upon the coming of
a New Tear as a liberation from tha
sharklea of the paat. Ha drawa fre-- h

streneth from the exchansa of ona nu-

meral for another. Illogical and childish.
the custom brims comfort and fresh de-

termination to t liouaamla viho have, rwn
eiry In the tolls of t!ilr occupation.

Chimerical thoush Iho relief they obtain
may he, It riercl'es on troubled minds a
beneflient Influence of prlcel-s- s worth.

Though mankind In general may not
be aware of it, there Is .1 very practical
reason for regarding January 1 as a
physical turning point, since that dste
marks a most Important point In the
annual Journey, of the earth around the
sun, being the day on which the earth
reaches perihelion and completing Its
annual elliptical trip starts off again on
a new cosmic cjcle.

The terms "cycle." "ellipse." "revolu-
tion." Ac, are not perfce'ly true, since
the earth never gore "around.'' the un.
as the sun In Its night through space
carries the eaith along with it, and the
orbital Journey of tho earth, with re
gard to the sim Itself and galactic space.
Is really a spiral curve, not unlike that
which Is transcribed by the moon about
the earth.

Fo much stress In teaching has been
laid on the winter lul-.tlc- vernal equi-

nox, summer snNtir n and autumnal equi
nox that we are apt to forget there are
four other orbital points, equally Im-

portant, which are perihelion on Jan-
uary 1, when the earth is nearest the
sun : first quadrature on April 1 ;

aphelion, when the earth is farthest
from the sun, on July 1 . and second
quadrature, on October 1 We actually
have annually elcht, not tour. Important
orbital points.

The explanation is" too long to give In
full, but the lack of cnlni'lilenre between
the winter solstice, "when the sun starts
north," and perihelion, when the earth
is nearest the sun. may be explained
roughly by the variation In the inclina-
tion of th' axes of the sun nnd earth
to the plane of the ecliptic the sun's
being inclined wbout 7 degrees, equalling
the difference In dsjs, or lag, between
solstitial and perihelion points.

Ancient adjustments of the calendar
plaalng the beginning of the new year
on January 1. unpropltlous In our lati-

tudes, but not so Itt the latitudes of the
ivlljst!on-- i of prior day", were mado
properly In placing the stsrt of the year
on January J, since It Is on that day
that the earth actually betrlni Its Jour-
ney "nitij" from the suit, or toward
perihelion.

Vicinage often limits our grasp of
things. It depends on where you live
how long nur dsyltght lasts It ranges
from twelve hours aj the equator 1"
IMS 5 plus hours at thn poles. We are
entirely correct In the arbitrary fixation
of January 1 as the actjial New Year's
Hay, fr such It ! to Mother Earth.
And If we of the Northern Hemisphere
wonder why It conies In such Inclement
seaepn we may, or may not, console our-

selves by the' fact that January 1 Is
practically midsummer In the Southern
Hemisphere.

Therefore, dear Sun, January 1 really
does more than change one numeral for
another, atjd the custom of observance
of that' day has old and deep roots In
humanity's subconscious wisdom, Rec-

ords of Its holidaying date, In China,
bak tn liBOO It. C. You will fln.l the
Sun Festival in snnis form or other, and
varying In date, piohahly due to varia
tions in an'lent national calendars.
among all tho races of mankind, so
please npoloBire to good old Mother
Karth for calling the celehratlon of her
great day "illogical snd childish, "

Fairfax Naui.tt.
Niiw York, Jsnusry .1,

Tha Friendly Knd.
Pluto hoastad of Cerberus.
"We prfer a dog with ene head and

three tails to wag," we objacted.

Brethren.
"Inasmuch aa ya have don It untn one

of the teaet of thtsa My rrethrtn, yt have
done It unto Me,"

Huddled In the leafless treie,
Storm swept and forlorn,

I.lttlt sparrows doxa asd frersa
Till tha cheerless morn.

For what of any food la there
When tha ahttted white

Of tha anowa la laid above
All tha earth at nlahlt

Tat I know ona window ledge
Where, In direst need,

I.lttlt wlntM settle may find
Scattered crumbs and seed.

And when nreaka the raid white day,
Cornea a twittering sound

Where the sparrows ihlrp "Hooray,
See what we hae found'''

i . M, R. Itcaixs.

A NATIONAL BUDOET.

RepressBtatlTS Fresr Moves for In
telUgeat Flnaaelsl Legislation.

To tiir Knrroa or Tut Sun Kir: Na-

tional legislative waste reaches hundreds
of millions of dollars annually, according
to Aldrlch, and specific In-

stances arc set forth of wast and ex-

travagance resulting, from a multiplicity
of appropriation committees.

Fifty countries have, a budget system
for appropriating pubtto moneys, while
strong public men. Including the Presi-
dent, Taft, students of pub-

lic finance and national party platforms
unanimously urge surh system ; yet con-
gress Ignores tho Executive's request,
repudiates party platforms and rejects
efficient legislative methods that have
been adopted by practically every ooun
try tn the world.

During the last two sessions, awak-
ened public sentiment has made possible
the modification or defeat of several
irasteful river and harbor and public
building bills, with an estimated saving
of over 1100,000,000, although the sav-
ing In public money was a minor feature
of good results accomplished.

The passage of Ttesolutlon 171, sat
forth In my speech of December 14 and
now pending before the Itules Commit-
tee, provides means for a budget system
which would permanently relieve heavily
burdened taxpayers from such needless
waste and extravagance.

"This Is the most needed reform Con-
gress can Adopt." to use the words of

rttr.gerald, and It can be
broucht about by an aroused publlo
sentiment, J. A. Frkar, M. f.

Washington. January 4.

AN OLD MINSTREL SONG.

With Tour Kin Permission Mr. Em-

erson Will '6w Oblige.

To tub KntTon or Tna Sun Sir: 1

never heard Bobby Newcombe sing the
ong to which "Penex" refers. Hilly Em-

erson was the. only singer of It to my
knowledge. Ite eang It with Haverly'a
Minstrels, at Nlhlo's Garden, t think.
ran thus: ,

There Is a .'harm I can't eiplaln about a
girl I've s'en,

And my l.eart heats fast as aha goaa paat
In a ilsrk dreai trimmed with graan.

Her eyes era brlsht as evening atari, ao
lovlnr and o shy.

And the folka all atop and look around
nhenever she got by.

Aa days, pasted on and we became, like
friends of olden tlma,

I thought the question I would pop and
ak her to Im mine.

And the aisnr I received next day how
could she tre3t mo ao?

Instead of mln- - for life, why, ehe
simply answered "No."

I want next dy dressed In my best this
young girl for to set,

And ask her If she would explain why aha
had shaken me.

She, said she really felt quite sad to hive
caused such distress.

And -- han t said. "Won't you be mlnat'
hy of course aha answered "Yea.'

cnoars.
Then I feel Just as happy aa a big sun

flower
That nods and bends In tha s,

And my heart ts as llfht as the wind that
Worn s

The leaves from oft tha treeacs.
An Old admirer.

New York, January 3.

The Dance and the Ditty.
To tiik IIpitor or Tiik St-- Sir: The

words of Bobby Newcombe's song and
dance may be of consolation to
your correspondent "Pctiex," who asks
for them, hut the dance was as im-

portant in thc-- e ditties of ancient date
as either the song or the chorus.

In this Instance the Incidental music
that accompanied the dance was pecu-
liarly happy.

Across the way from the Ran Fran-olsc- o

Minstrels at Niblo's tlarden Lisa
Weber was slnslng and dancing in 'The
Forty Thieves," One of her successes
wai. this popular music of "The Big
Sunflower' set to other words.

New York was a primitive place when
It could be pleased and entertained with
Hobby Newcombe and such Fongs as
this most popular and lasting of them
all. "The lllg Sunflower."

As a curiosity at least the reproduc-
tion as a phonograph record should be
a success as showing tlie elevation of
the modern song in comparison to the
old song and dance of other days.

John r. Davin, M. I).
Nr.w York, January J.

Hilly Kmerson's Ballad.
To THg KntTon or Ttli Su.v Sir: "The

Big Sunflower" was written by Bobby
Ncwcotnbe for Billy Kmcrson about 1MT
or ISfi. It' was sung by Billy Emerson,
then with Newcombe's Minstrels, In
Wond'sSTheatre, Cincinnati, Ohio.

The slteet music shows a picture In
of Hilly Kmrraon with the med-

als presented, to hint by SI. Louis and
Cincinnati friends.

The song Is adapted from an old Eng
lish nnc called "I'm aa Happy as a
Ilttle Cock Sparrow." It will be re
membered by old Kngllshmen, no doubt,
as a music hall ditty.

Frank Duwont.
rilii.Apgi.rntA, January 3.

m

1 Hobby New combo's Career.
To tiik Editor ok The Sun Sir: For

the noteworthy stages In Robby New-

combe's career from the earliest record
of his professional appearance, in 1856 to
his death In Tacoma, Wash., June 1

IRKS, Kdward I.e Hoy Itice's book en
titled "Monap-h- s of Minstrelsy From
Paddy nice Ui Date," 1911, piuy bi con
suited, It um he of Interest to quote
tho following at tho beginning of the
data there given; "Hobby Newcombe
(Hohert Hushes) stood iilonn In his par
ticular line In minstrelsy, Inasmuch as
he wrote all the songs snd dances he.

executed ro admirably, as well as pro-

ducing for many other performers, not-

ably the 'lllg .Sunflower' for Hilly Kmer-so- n,

which dhl so min:h to establish the
popularity of that great artist."

HCHATIO G. C'OMENS.

Nr.w York, January 3.

The Red Cross Supply of Knitted
Articles.

To thk Epitob or Thb Hun Sir: As
an enthusiastic reader of your paper,
I venture to ask If Information which
has reached me from various sources la
correct, that tho Ited Cross ts confining
Its efforts to supplying helmets, mufflers,
wristlets, sweaters, and so forth, to the
National Army, and Is doing nothing for
the Regular Army'.' If ao, why?

U occurs to me that the, boys In the
National Army doubtless axe more

ircsdlly supplied with these article hy
I relatives and friends than those In the

Regular Army,
SrKKKR At-r- rn Tacts.

Nkw RocttKi.l.B. January 4

The Measure.
Knlcker How much resl hee ou
Ttecki- - A solllalrt and several brill-'- "

a --M.eSs.

TRUE PERSPECTIVE OF GERMAN PROP.
AGANDA IN MEXICO.

Mexicans Assert That the Untied HtaAes Misunderstands Them snd Tbdr

Government Is Not Unduly Subject te German Influence.

As war propaganda Is tho only
weapon tha Germain have left In neu

tral countries, It ts Important to have
some Idea of Its working. In Mexico
and other Latin mutes Its organization
ia carried on under a veil which dally
growa thicker. Btllt It would be desir-
able to penetrate thjs shadow If only
to achieve a businesslike estimate of
the internal affairs of Mexico.

It Is unfortunate but true that to
ths average American, the attitude at
Mexicans to German propaganda Is
shroudsd'tn hazlneas. The most salient
thing about German Influence Is that
Americans have usually failed to grasp
political problems in South America.
As a rule any one reading some of the
interesting attempts to write about
Mexico will not realize, unless he Is
also a reader of the flpanlsh press,
that the picture la often overdrawn.
What the pro-All- y South American
papera complain of la precisely what
appeals to the crude misunderstand-
ings of the "ordinary man," whlcfreon- -
slsts. as might be expected, in a series
of film pictures of whet might happen
In a novel of Mexican life.

In the interests of this country It
might be asked seriously: Is It wise
to trace ovary catastrophe to German
asjency? Tho Halifax explosion, for
example, is a case in point. Some
writera attributed the event to German
spies, and it was reported that a
pigeon with a message In German had
been caught. To an entirely phleg
matic reader It seems pure childishness
to assume that everything in nature
thn elements, the tides and even the
birds of thn air are obedient agents
of German Intrigue. Perhaps nothing
on the part of the Allies could bo more
effectual In helping such a combina-
tion into life than nn all round belief
In Its power. A long course of such
enervating reading Is a real danger,
which Germany ia not slow to exploit
by every machination. This is the
truth to be extracted from tho popu-
lar report. It la an utter mistake to
share in the alarmist views of those
writers who periodically try to make
the American public's flesh creep, with
sensational stories concerning German
supermen.

Tho Germans naturally havo turned
this state of national excitability to
their own advantage. Their propa-
ganda has been actively carried on in
tho South American and Spanish press
since 1314. Bearing In mind that these
papers should be read In tlt original
language, It may he. useful to touch
upon several matters which will op-
erate In Germany's favor as factors
tn Mexican opinion. One of these fac-
tors is tho assertion so often printed
that many enlightened Mexicans arc

n. Nature, and political
events havo here played Into Ger-many- 'a

hands In a singular way. As
regards. tho Mexicans or their leaders
this statement Is partly untrue or in-

exact. Tho publication of It In many
forma Is looked upon by Mexicans gen
erally as it breach of tnct. The aver
age fair minded man who reads the I

Mexican papers will feel that if there
is Germanophilo propaganda in Mrx
ico It is partly due to writers inclined
to exaggerate the evil they see, or
croakers ready to put the worst In-

terpretation on every symptom. Much
error of thla kind is due to Ignorance
of the Spanish language. Latin na-

tions in particular suffer from the
lack of adequate knowledge of their
spech.

Mexico y seems to have been
often misunderstood through an er-
roneous interpretation of forms of
linguistic expression. The Germans
have the advantage here, for their
agents are usually well up in Spanish,
whereas the knowledge of the language
usually possessed by the American
business man is often entirely In-

sufficient for hie purpose, which should
be the critical study of the country,
It Is the whole point that he should
bo able to distinguish between what is
German intrigue and what la thr
screen of Spanish or national tempera-
ment, which is characteristically too
indifferent to practical consequences
to he wholly intelligible to Yankee
common sense or sense of humor. The
Intellectuals of Mexico complain of
tills lack of appreciation, of the, moral
and Instinctive elements in tho Mexi-
can people. They assert that the real
"jttentions of the puhlic mind am with-
out Germanophile Influences or sug-
gestions.

An instance of this want of compre-
hension of how Americans can uncon-
sciously play Germsriy's game Is given
by the V.ronomitla, a .serious Journal
enough. Certainly one of the worst
faults a writer can have Is the failure

AT LINCOLN'S FUNERAL.

Mr. Pumas Unconvinced That There
Was 'o Cheering.

To thk KoiTor. or Tii Sun Sir: The
letter of Mr. Timothy Hart Roberts In
The Sun of January 1, quoting from
Mr. David T. Valentine's account of the
obsequies of Abraham Lincoln in the
city nf New York and offered seemingly
In refutation of my Matement that a
troop of cavalrymen clashed their sabres
tn the air at a given command and
Kmuitaneoualy emitted a deafening cheer
while tho cortCse was halted for a fow
momentl In the vicinity of Hroadway
and 1'rlnce street, fails tn vresent any
disproof of tho factei I set forth.

On thn conttBry, It contains several
points In corroboration. First, the

pa.-jci-l up Broadway; second, a
troop of cavalry followed the cata-
falque; third, thn demeanor of the par-
ticipants, as well as that of the spec
tators, wss, as 1 have described t,
hushed and mournful, autl It was this
more than anything else that made the
action of the troopers ro difficult to ac-
count for.

As to iny recollection of tho occur-
rence, It remains quite aa vivid y

as it waa Immediately following that
memorable occasion In 1SS5, child
though I was at tho time, for the date
of Lincoln's death was coincident vlth
that of my mother, and I have always
associated the two events In my mind.
Nor can I have confused the martyred
Tresldenfa obsequies with any similar
episode, for the next great public
funeral I witnessed was that of Horace.
Greeley, which took place seven years
snd seven months later, ami this I recall
with equal distinctness, for it was on
that occasion that I saw General Grant,
then President, for the first and only
time, The T'reshient was in .tn open
carrlagn with other dlstlnsulshed men.

While 1 do not prceumo to quest Inn
the accurac) of Mr. Valentine's descrip

to verify hla facta. Thus tn a
Issue of the World' Work, jm0I
other subjects, 'the Mexican tax onpetroleum is dlacuased. If there I on.international subject which it 1. a.
elrable to atato with precision it is tvi.

A I , ail ,
quMiiuu wi on. vmcrwirc. tne discus,
slon la likely to cause not enlighten,
ment but international mischief, which
cornea from Imperfect Judgment nf ih- -
facts.

Mexico produces one-thir- d of ths
petroleum eupply of the world. (Jrut
Britain, Including her colonies. prn.
duces not more than 2.4 per cent., t0
which may be added 0.4 per cent, from
ahale distillation. Of this 2.S per cent,
nearly 3 per cent, comes from Inais
These are the facts as Just stated In
Ixindon by Professor J. p, a. Prime
before the Ministry of Munitions. No
inquires El Kconomisln, how are they
dealt with by the writer in the World'-XVor-

The answer Is, without an ex.
amlnatlon of tha text of the Mexican
Constitution and of the decree, in
World's Work It la atated: "in June
thexompanlea were paying a net tax
on fuel of 17 centa American curreno
a barrel." Thla Is the allegation. What
are the facts?

The decree whldi was In force dur-
ing May and June distinctly provided
that the tax should ho at th rate of
10 per cent, ad valorem on all oil,
which waa graded In three claste, ac.
cording to density. Tho prices of the
threo grades ranged from $0 to til
ton, the values stipulated in
fact, S, 18.00 and 111 a ton. The U
thus varied from BO cents to I1 10 In

Mexican money, or about half as much
In American currency. Taking the
proportion of the various grades of oil
ahlpped. It la found that the tax Is sp.
proximately eight cents a barrel n.
atcad of seventeen cents, ns alleged.
Lawyers point out that there can be
no nationalization or confiscation of
the property of the oil companies.

to Article. IV. of the Constitu-
tion, "No law shall be given retroac-
tive effect to the prejudice of any per-

son whatsoever."
A study of the headlines of Ihe Mel-ca- n

papera Excelsior and ,"! J)fm-crat- a

will ahow what .1 puzzling affair
propaganda is. The American ne.
papera Inform their readers that Or-ma- n

aples arc sufficiently oreanised to

threaten the existence of the oil lie!d,
and to nromote a conflseatorv tax nn

oil. What the Mexican papers se- -
is something quite different.

from New York ore stlsuia-tire- d

In the headlines as "inform"
falso do 1111 periodista Nnrteamerl-cano.- "

Tills is a frequent legend for
Mexican readers. According to Mrv
can papers tho American prcKS Is .

The oil tax Is a means of rew.
nue. It Is a duty of $1,35 and 11.17,

or 77 and 71 cents American money
on a ton. The exporter, it Is tn-pa-

the duty.
The business of uncritical statrnicnt

of facttt goes on. A recent liium
wsis denounced by llatael Ni-t- n a
finatKo in Carransa's i!o- -

eminent. It was reported in c

JOik that the I. nited States lud si ei.

Its moral Indorsement to ih pro-

posed Mexican loan. The etory iu
regarded by the titdtlit as improbable
since tho I'nitcd States is too drer.ly
engaged in European affait.s. The a,

as reported in the Melcti'
papers, are Interesting in two wav
They show, In the first place, tin' tie
gold reserve In Mexico has lncr-,i- fl

and that the reserve is now equal t

10 centa American currency per peso

There would be a kind of business fi'
ness In stating tho fact accurate ei

it has been almost entirely overlooked
Aa to tho loan, the Mexican fientt'
passed a hill authorizing a r.ew loan '
100,000,000 pesos, or UO.OOn.nnO ster-
ling, to finance the proposed new tie
ernmcnt bank, the Hancn 1'nten l

As its name implies tt 'uf t if

sole authority to Issue hmk nntr "i
I It Is unlikely that anv Mxira
ever Ignorant, would accept anvi'd-- s

else a.s legal tender.
To lack tho critical sense -

tainly a gravo defect. The cons-
equences aro confusing. l'xccp'in: -

few Americans better nequaiited
Mexico, or ptevli.sposrrt to read 1w

temperament mote clearly, our
trymen are pron to see her m '
curious light. Other Latin cnu-t- r"

now neutral, are viewed In much the
same way. It la ono pf the effect'
of the world war thsi a considrab''
number of Americans have Kt
ability to see clearly. A' a
It is assuredly not ttnlmportaT
way to understand the oncouris'it"
It gives to German propaganda n

South America is to study the Fptnt-- b

newspapers with some att'n'i";

tion, 11 is obvious that he rould rot he
been prcejit at every point nio i-- ''
lino of march while the profession a"
pisstrur. and he probably e i"1
of tha tflddent I have narrated
relative who took me to se the f -- -

and tho proprietor of th riabiis:-i- "

in front of which I waa sea :d a J.

dead. I know of no one - when to '

peal for confirmation of mv slot s ie

I have told to mmy perenn n d '

the hope that rome reader o' Tiv c

would be able to explain
stance that led me to wi.'i a

fii.ist.r. P' )

nr.ooKt.TS. January

WAS'SILK DISCARDED'

An Allegation of Undesirable Hi.it.re-I- n

Soldiers' I'nlfonn- -

To iitn nirron or inv. v ,;'
foro thn InvestlKatlns; 101" " '
through examining thn Qua"-- - --

Department In Wnsh.ngton ' "
pleaeed to learn why clothlnc '
were changed some two moni s '

as to allow uniforms to '

cotton thread" Instead of s'JV ' 1

well known fact that cotton ! ne ear

so strong aa silk, tt is not la"
will not eland exposure tn we-t'b- "'

silk. Clothing sewed with on

need continuous repair, as cot' evm

will soon rip.
It seems to me our bnr ' 1

enough to do In thn tren.-h-e "''",
having to tori every now 1 n

sew up their trousers, when . con

easily be avoided. I hellevo ! l ff'
-- 'enee In cost Is only about lb c

a suit,
While on the train a week ,tm ' "''

heard a conversation belnc-- ti ' " M"
In khaki, and tsio of then. em
plaining about their new rj" "cr!"'
Willi th third An w- - b irS r"

trouble It developed s "' lit- -

were, sewed with cotton d ' i

with silk. ' "
New Tork, Jsnuarj-


